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Health  Department, 
November,  1958* 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  of  the 
Borough  of  Crewe  for  the  year  1937. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

During  1957?  21  infants  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  1 year,  giving 
an  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  26.8  per  1,000  live  births.  I had  hoped  that 
the  1956  rate  of  25.07,  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded  for  Crewe,  meant  that  a 
downward  trend  towards  the  England  and  Wales  average  of  23.2  per  1,000  live 
births  was  being  established;  but  it  is  important  to  remember  that  the 
figures  on  which  these  rates  are  calculated  are  relatively  small,  and  that 
this  increased  Infantile  Mortality  rate  is  due  to  2 additional  infant  deaths. 

14  of  these  21  infants  died  during  the  first  month  of  life.  1 infant  died 
from  Enteritis;  2 infants  died  from  Pneumonia,  and  1 seven  months  old  baby 
died  from  ’Thooping  Cough. 

The  total  number  of  deaths,  from  all  causes,  recorded  (576)  is  a 1C$ 
increase  on  the  1956  figure  of  525  and  give;  a death  rate  of  11.2  per  1,000 
population.  The  England  and  Wales  death  rate  also  increased  to  11.5  from 
11.1  per  1,000  population  in  1956.  191  of  these  deaths  occurred  in  persons 

aged  75  years  or  over,  this  being  an  increase  of  6 deaths  on  the  1956  figure. 

15  deaths  were  attributed  to  accidents  and  10  persons  committed  suicide. 

This  number  of  suicides  is  a surprising  increase  on  the  figures  of  1 during 

1956  and  2 during  1955.  The  average  figure  for  deaths  due  to  suicide  from 
1950  - 1955  is  7» A-  per  annum. 

Cancer  of  the  respiratory  system  caused  26  deaths,  an  increase  of  4 on 
the  figure  for  1956.  Only  1 of  these  persons  was  under  45  years  of  age,  but 
19  were  under  65  years.  I must  again  draw  attention  to  the  relentless  rise 
in  the  number  of  deaths  ascribed  to  Respiratory  Cancer.  The  1952  - 1956 
average  is  18.2  per  annum.  Lung  Cancer  is  to  a considerable  extent  preventable, 
and  is  a condition  in  which  the  result  of  treatment  is  far  too  often  most 
disappointing  even  in  patients  in  whom  a comparatively  early  diagnosis  is  made. 

1957  was  the  fifth  successive  year  in  which  no  death  was  ascribed  to  pregnancy, 
child-birth  or  abortion. 

INEECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  notified  incidence  of  Measles  was  little  more  than  half  that  of  1956 
and  50  children  were  notified  as  suffering  from  V/hooping  Cough.  As  mentioned 
previously  1 seven  months  old  baby  died  from  this  condition,  and  it  is  well 
worth  repeating  that  Whooping  Cough  Immunisation  either  alone,  or  preferably 
combined  with  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus,  commencing  at  about  3 months  of  age  is 
effective  in  preventing  most  babies  contracting  Whooping  Cough,  and  the  few 
immunised  young  children  who  do  contract  this  unpleasant  and  dangerous  disease, 
have  a milder  attack. 
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The  table  on  page  15  is  interesting  in  this  connection,  though  I have  no 
doubt  that  our  records  are  incomplete,  possibly  considerably  so,  even  if  we 
allow  generously  for  this  probable  error,  less  than  half  the  babies  born  in 
Crewe  in  1956  and  1957  were  immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  during  their  first 
year  of  life.  The  need  to  commence  immunisation  at  an  early  age  is  vital  as 
National  figures  show  that  95%  of  Whooping  Cough  deaths  occur  in  babies  under 
the  age  of  12  months. 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred.  2 children  suffered  paralytic 
Poliomyelitis.  23  persons  were  notifed  as  suffering  from  Dysentery  and  1 
person  as  suffering  from  Pood  Poisoning.  The  reduced  number  of  new  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  ( 17 ) is  very  welcome,  but  care  must  be  exercised  in  the 
interpretation  of  this  reduced  incidence  in relation  to  the  recent  Mass  Miniature 
X-ray  Survey  and  the  consequential  high  1956  figure  of  44  new  cases.  No  doubt 
seme  of  these  44  persons  who  were  diagnosed  at  an  early  stage  in  1956,  by  the 
use  of  this  survey,  would  otherwise  have  been  diagnosed  in  1957« 

I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  13  year 
old  school  children  continues  very  satisfactorily,  and  the  acceptance  rate 
appears  to  be  well  maintained  at  about  80%. 

The  Poliomyelitis  vaccination  scheme  got  well  under  way  during  1957>  and 
approximately  1,400  children  received  two  injections.  I cannot  understand  why 
the  acceptance  rate  for  this  vaccination  is  relatively  low.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  the  risk  of  a child  or  young  adult  contracting  Poliomyelitis  from 
the  actual  vaccination  is  exceedingly  remote,  certainly  far  less  than  the  risk 
of  the  same  person  contracting  Poliomyelitis  if  not  vaccinated.  There  can  also 
be  no  doubt  that  vaccination  is  sufficiently  effective  in  preventing  the  disease 
entirely  in  at  least  75%  of  persons  vaccinated,  and  greatly  reduces  its  severity 
in  almost  all  other  vaccinated  persons  who  unfortunately  contract  the  disease. 

I suspect  that  the  relatively  low  local  incidence  of  Poliomyelitis  during 
the  past  few  years  is  at  least  partly  responsible  for  the  poor  response,  and 
trust  it  will  not  require  a local  epidemic  of  Poliomyelitis  to  stimulate 
these  ap  thetic  parents  into  having  their  children  vaccinated.  This  is  an 
important  point,  because  vaccination  during  an  epidemic  is  not  only  undesirable, 
but  it  appears  to  be  of  limited  value  as  the  immunity  takes  several  weeks  to 
develop,  and  mass  vaccination  during  an  epidemic  has  not  so  far  proved  to  be 
of  much  value  in  control. 

I remain,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


D.  G.  CR4WSH4W 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OP  THE  AREA 


General  Statistics 


Area  (Census  1951) 

Population  (Census  1951) 

Registrar  General's  Estimated  Population  1957 


A,  414  acr 

52,415 

51,490 


Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1st  April, 

1957  . . 

16,819 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1957) 

• 0 e 6 

• • 0 0 

..  £485,470 

Sum.  represented  by  Penny  Rate 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the 

00  * • 

Year  1957 

• c • c 

£1,955 

Notified  Live  Births: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

395 

347 

742 

Illegitimate 

26 

17 

43 

_____ 

_____ 

■ - - _ 

All 

421 

364 

785 

Notified  Stillbirths: 

Legitimate 

11 

8 

19 

Illegitmate 

— 

1 

1 

All 

11 

9 

20 

Total  Live  and  Stillbirths 

432 

373 

805 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated 

resident  population 

(provisional) 

..  15.2 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live 

and  still) 

births 

..  24.84 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Registered  Deaths 

323 

253  • 

576 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  resident  population  (provisional)  11.2 

Death  from  puerperal  causes;  Rate  per  1,000 

registered  total 
Deaths  Births 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  - - 

Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age; 

All  infants  per  1,000  registered  live  births  (provisional)  26.8 

Legitimate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  (provisional)  25.5 

Illegitimate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  (provisional)  23.3 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OP  MORTALITY,  MATERNAL 
MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

IN  THE  YEAR  1957- 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  returns) 


CREWE 

ENGLAND 
& WALES 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population 

BIRTHS  - 

Live  . . . . . . 

15.2 

16.2 

Still 

0.39 

0.37 

24.8(a) 

22.5  (a) 

DEATHS  - 

All  causes  . . 

11.2 

11.5 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

0.019 

- 

Diphtheria  . . 

- 

- • 

Tuberculosis  

0.077 

0.11 

Influenza  

0.097 

0.104 

Smallpox  . . . . 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis,  including 

Polioencephalitis  

- 

0.0007 

Pneumonia 

0.32 

0.51 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Under  1 year  of  age  (all  causes) 

26.8  (b) 

23.2  (b) 

Gastro-Enteritis,  Colitis  (except 

ulcerative)  and  Diarrhoea  under 

2 years  of  age  

1.27 

0.69 

Rates  per  1,000  Home  Population 

NOTIFICATIONS  (corrected)  - 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

- 

- 

Meningococcal  Infection 

- 

0.02 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.77 

0.66 

Whooping  Cough  

0.97 

1.89 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

Erysipelas  . . . . . . 

- 

0.08 

Smallpox  ••  # • • c to  • o 

- 

Measles  ••  • • ••  • © •• 

4.69 

14.1 

Pneumonia . . . . 

0.02 

0.73 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  including 

Polioencephalitis  - 

Paralytic 

0.04 

0.07 

Non-Paralytic  

- 

0.04 

Food  Poisoning  

0.02 

0.2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- 

15.9  (a) 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

2.04  (b) 

Sonne  Dysentery 

0.43 

0.64 

(a)  Per'  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

(b)  Per'  1.000  related  Live  Births 

A dash  (-)  signifies  that  there  were  no  deaths  or  notifications. 
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BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 
MATERNAL  MORTALITY,  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
IN ECTIGUS  DISEASES 
' in'  the  Year  1957, 

(continued) 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


COMPARATIVE. STATISTICS  1947  - 1957 
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DEATHS  OF  CREWE  RESIDENTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1957 
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11 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

PARTICULARS  OP  NEW  CASES  OP  TUBERCULOSIS  AND  ALL 
DEATHS  PROM  THE  DISEASE  DURING  1957 


PARTICULARS  OP  NB»7  CASES  AND  DEATHS  DURING  THE  IAST 

FIVE  YEARS 


Year 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1953 

2 A 

2 

8 

195  V 

31 

1 

4 

1 

1955 

26 

4 

3 

- 

1956 

44 

3 

2 

- 

1957 

17 

5 

9 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  four  quarterly  returns  which  are 
rendered  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  which  indicate  the  number  of  cases 
remaining  on  the  register  at  31st  December,  1937- 
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No.  of  cases  on  Register  of  Notifications  on 
1st  January,  1957 

No.  of  cases  notified  for  the  first  tine 
during  the  year 

No.  of  cases  transferred  from  other  districts 

No,  of  cases  restored  to  Register 

No,  of  cases  removed  from  Register  during 
the  year  on  account  of  having 

(a)  Recovered 

00  Removed  from  district 

(c)  Died 

(d)  Diagnosis  not  established 

(e)  Lost  sight  of 

No.  of  cases  remaining  on  the  Register  on 
31st  December,  1957 


Pulmonary 

M.  P. 


N on-Pulm  onar^ 

M.  P. 


163  144  25  17 


9 8 4 1 

6 2 

1 1 


14  2 4 

8 4-- 

9 - - 

2 

159  147  27  14 


Of  the  9 cases  listed  under  (c)  above,  3 died  from  primary  causes  other 
than  tuberculosis. 


VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


Vaccination 


The  number  of  vaccinations  reported  to  me  during  the  year  was  327  showing 
an  increase  of  77  on  the  figures  for  195&. 


Immunisation 


_ iq  .. 


During  the  year  cards  received  from  Medical  Practitioners  showed  that 
360  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria.  In  addition,  176  children 
received  a boosting  doBe  to  improve  their  immunity. 

The  corresponding  figures  for  1956  were  420  and  207. 

NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  '.NO  HAD  COMPLETED  A FULL  COURSE  OF  IMMUNISATION 
BETWEEN  1ST  JANUARY,  1943  AND  31ST  DECEMBER,  1957 

(According  to  Health  Department  Records) 


Estimated  percentage  of  child  population 

immunised  at  31st  December  1957  41%  56.5% 

No.  of  cases  of  diphtheria  in  children  under 
15  years  of  age  notified  during  the  year 


Number  of  children  who  completed  a course  of  inoculation  with  pertussis 
vaccines,  (including  alumprecipitated  vaccines  and  vaccines  combined  with 
diphtheria  prophylactic)  during  1957. 
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MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

During  the  year,  137  persons  were  medically  examined.  Of  these  77  were 
examined  in  conjunction  with  the  Corporation's  Superannuation  and  Sickness 
Pay  Schemes,  56  were  County  Staff  or  persons  seeking  entry  to  a Training 
College,  and  4 were  of  persons  applying  for  a Taxi  Driver's  Licence. 

MORTUARY 

Daring  the  year  76  bodies  were  taken  to  the  Mortuary  and  72  Post  Mortem 
Examinations  were  carried  out. 

MORAL  WELFARE 


The  Crewe  and  District  Committee  for  Prevention  and  Rescue  work  which 
deals  with  moral  welfare  in  Crewe  and  the  surrounding  area,  also  maintains 
the  St.  Hilda's  Home,  71  West  Street,  Crewe. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Secretary  for  the  following  inf ormation; - 

During  the  year,  there  have  been  36  girls  and  27  babies  through  the  home. 

Of  the  girls  assisted,  20  returned  to  their  homes,  7 went  straight  into 
employment,  3 were  passed  on  to  other  homes,  and  4 went  into  lodgings,  8 babies 
went  home  with  their  mothers,  14  were  adopted,  2 wont  to  the  Church  of  England 
Children's  Society  and  2 were  taken  into  care  by  the  Children's  Office.  One 
baby  was  stillborn. 

There  have  also  been  over  60  outdoor  cases  in  which  help  and  advice  has 
been  given  in  various  ways:  23  girls  went  to  Maternity  Homes  and  9 home  visits 
were  made  to  Adopters. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality  during  1951 > 
all  residents  being  supplied  direct  to  the  houses. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  taken  by  the  Chief  Public  Public  Health 
Inspector's  staff,  24  samples  of  filtered  water  were  taken  by  the  Mid.  & South 
East  Cheshire  "Water  Board,  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  - Section  47 

No  case  was  dealt  with  during  1957. 

FOOD  POISONING 


I case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 


IV  - 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 
31ST  DECEMBER  1957 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department, 
Municipal  Buildings, 

ORE  W E. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Borough  of  Crewe. 


22nd  November,  1958* 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  tenth  annual  report  on  the  activities 
of  the  public  health  inspectorate. 

The  work  of  the  public  health  inspector  is  concerned  with  the 
fundamental  necessities  of  a healthy  life  - good  living  and  working 
conditions,  pure  food  and  clean  air.  During  this  century  there  have  been 
many  changes  in  the  field  of  environment , hygiene  and  sanitation;  its  scope 
has  widened  considerably  and  its  emphasis  has  shifted;  while  some  problems 
have  been  solved  other  new  and  important  problems  have  presented  themselves. 
The  principal  stimulus  for  the  improvement  of  sanitation  in  this  country 
and  for  the  creation  of  a public  health  service  came  from  a small  group  of 
pioneers  of  whom  Sir  Edwin  Chadwick  was  the  leader.  The  early  sanitarians 
were  largely  concerned  with  basic  sanitary  remedies  of  an  engineering 
character,  such  as  the  provision  of  safe  and  adequate  water  supplies,  the 
construction  of  drains,  sewers,  sewage  disposal  works  and  the  remedying  of 
serious  nuisances.  The  work  of  the  inspectorate  has  now  broadened  very 
considerably,  the  sanitary  engineering  aspect  is  tending  to  diminish  and 
personal  hygiene  is  becoming  increasingly  important.  In  general  the 
dangers  to  health  in  our  physical  surroundings  have  greatly  reduced  and 
greater  emphasis  is  now  being  placed  on  the  part  which  the  individual  can 
play,  not  only  to  help  to  promote  -and  protect  his  own  health  but  also  that 
of  his  fellow  men.  Whilst  excellent  progress  in  environmental  hygiene  and 
sanitation  has  been  made,  the  period  is  not  one  for  complacency  but  for 
constant  and  ever  increasing  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  inspectorate, 
keeping  in  mind  the  basic  sanitary  principles  established  by  the  pioneers. 

In  recent  years  there  has  been  a steady  and  constantly  increasing  flow 
of  Acts,  Orders  and  Regulations  requiring  enforcement  by  local  authorities, 
and  1957  was  no  exception. 
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Two  important  Acts  - the  Rent  Act,  1957,  and  the  Housing  Act,  1957  **  both 
having  a direct  bearing  on  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  both  dealing  with 
the  housing  conditions  of  the  people  came  into  force.  The  Rent  Act,  1957, 
whilst  re-enacting  much  of  the  legislation  covered  by  previous  Acts, 
introduced  some  radical  changes  in  the  relationship  between  landlord  and 
tenant,  and  made  provision  for  a link  between  standard  of  repair  of  dwelling 
houses  and  the  rents  to  be  charged.  It  is  not  always  appreciated  that  this 
is  a ' landlord  and  tenant  * Act,  and  the  local  authority  are  not  charged  with 
the  responsibility  of  enforcing  compliance  with  !?  certificates  of  disrepair.  " 
It  is  difficult  to  assess  the  part  which  the  Act  has  played  in  the  Borough  in 
obtaining  improvement  in  housing  conditions,  but  I think  it  would  be  true  to 
say  that  many  dwelling  houses,  where  the  increased  rent  is  being  paid,  still 
fall  short  of  the  standard  of  " good  repair  " envisaged  by  the  Act. 

Generally,  the  procedure  set  out  in  the  Act  is  far  too  complicated  to  be 
really  effective  and  simpler  legislation  should  be  introduced.  The  Housing 
Act,  1957,  which  was  introduced  is  a consolidating  measure  dealing  with  the 
repair  or  clearance  of  unfit  properties,  and  unlike  the  Rent  Act  places 
statutory  responsibilities  on  local  authorities  to  see  that  dwelling  houses 
are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  state  of  repair  or  where  beyond  redemption 
are  cleared  away. 

Whilst  certain  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  came  into  operation 
on  the  31st  December,  1956,  the  full  significance  is  only  now  becoming 
apparent,  and  as  the  Act  has  only  been  fully  operative  since  the  1st  June, 

1958,  it  is  difficult  to  assess  the  progress  which  has  so  far  been  made. 

The  Act  provides  for  such  natters  as  --  the  prohibition  of  dark  smoke  from 
chimneys,  new  furnaces  as  far  as  practicable  to  be  smokeless,  grit  and  dust 
from  furnaces  to  be  minimised,  creation  .of  smoke  control  areas,  adaptation  of 
fireplaces  in  private  dwellings  and  exchequer  contributions  towards  the  cost 
of  necessary  adaptations.  The  new  Act  has  directed  public  attention  to  the 
importance  of  clean  air  .and  the  public  are  now  becoming  increasingly  aware  of 
the  need  for  supporting  this  cause.  Industrial  and  commercial  users  have 
been  subject  to  control  for  many  years  but  the  1956  Act  directs  notice 
particularly  to  the  domestic  grate  and  for  the  first  time  prohibits  the 
emission  of  " dark  smoke  ” not  only  from  industrial  furnaces  but  also  from  the 
chimneys  of  private  dwellings.  It  is  now  recognised  that  nearly  half  of  all 
the  smoke  in  the  air  comes  from  domestic  chimneys  and  the  remainder  from 
industrial  sources  and  the  railways,  and  for  each  ton  of  coal  burnt,  domestic 
chimneys  produce  twice  as  much  smoke  as  industry.  A former  Director  of  the 
Fuel  Research  Station  said  - " The  domestic  open  fire  produces  more  smoke  per 
ton  of  fuel  than  any  other  appliance  in  general  use.  " No  cure  can,  therefore 
be  found  for  the  heavy  smoke  pollution  of  our  cities  and  towns  unless  the 
domestic  chimney  is  dealt  with.  The  Beaver  Committee  we re  of  opinion  that 
real  improvement  could  only  be  secured  by  a continuous  programme  vigorously 
pursued  and  that  if  this  was  done  by  the  end  of  ten  to  fifteen  years  smoke  in 
heavily  populated  areas  would  be  reduced  by  something  of  the  order  of  80%. 

The  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  provides  the  necessary  legislation  for  implementing 
the  Committee's  recommendations;  it  is  for  each  local  authority  to  give  the 
matter  very  careful  consideration. 
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During  the  year  under  review  the  public  health  inspectors  continued  to 
be  busily  engaged  on  the  inspection  of  property  included  in  the  five  year 
slum  clearance  scheme.  A number  of  Clearance  areas  were  declared  - 
Central  Ward  No.  4 (Foundry  Street),  North  Ward  No.  8 (Earle  Street),  North 
Yferd  No.  9 (Martin  Street)  and  South  'Ward  No.  2 (Railway  Street),  involving 
55  houses.  In  addition  nine  houses  were  dealt  with  under  the  " individual 
unfit  " procedure.  Excellent  progress  has  been  made  with  the  slum 
clearance  scheme  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  formal  proceedings  had  been 
commenced  in  relation  to  242  houses  out  of  the  328  included  in  the 
programme  and  13 1 f amilies  rehoused. 

I am  pleased  to  report  in  connection  with  improvement  and  conversion 
grants,  that  twenty- three  applications  were  received  and  granted  as 
compared  with  eight  in  the  previous  year.  In  all,  85  applications  have 
been  approved  for  a fifty  per  cent  grant,  and  by  the  year  end  improvement 
works  had  been  completed  to  74  dwellings.  The  total  expenditure  ranking 
for  grant  was  £13,232,  and  the  expenditure  on  works  of  repair  not  ranking 
for  grant  £3,38 7,  the  average  grant  per  house  being  £77.  As  far  back  as 
1949,  the  Government  of  the  day  realised  that  apart  from  building  the  much 
needed  new  houses,  very  substantial  numbers  of  structurally  sound  houses 
already  existed  which  were  worthy  of  preservation  and  modernisation.  In 
consequance  the  scheme  of  1 improvement  and  conversion  1 grants  was 
introduced  in  order  to  assist  owners  of  suitable  properties  to  modernise 
them.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  conditions  relating  to  the  grants  have 
been  considerably  relaxed,  the  scheme  as  a whole  has  not  been  entirely 
successful.  Applicants  in  the  main  have  been  owner  occupiers,  and  whilst 
they  are  to  be  commended  for  making  use  of  the  provisions,  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  owners  of  suitable  rented  dwellings  have  not  thought  fit 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  bring  their  property  up  to  a 
standard  of  good  repair,  and  provided  with  the  facilities  such  as  a bathroom, 
indoor  toilet  accommodation,  hot  and  cold  water,  etc.,  which  have  come  to  be 
regarded  as  necessities  in  every  house.  I would  once  again  commend  the 
scheme  to  owners  of  suitable  dwelling  houses. 

Since  July,  1954,  when  meo.t  rationing  ceased  and  slaughtering  was 
subsequently  decentralised,  many  new  problems  have  presented  themselves. 

So  far  as  the  Crewe  Borough  is  concerned  slaughtering  is  now  carried  out 
at  three  slaughterhouses,  as  compared  with  one  central  slaughterhouse 
previously,  which  then  served  not  only  the  Borough,  but  also  a large  area 
surrounding  it.  In  place  of  the  centralised  slaughterhouse,  there  now 
exists  a multiplicity  of  slaughterhouses.  It  will  be  readily  appreciated 
the  difficulties  which  confront  local  authorities  in  maintaining  proper 
control  and  an  adequate  meat  inspection  service,  when  it  is  realised  that 
similar  conditions  prevail  throughout  the  country.  The  control  of  meat 
supplies  is  two-fold  - firstly,  at  the  slaughterhouse,  and  secondly  in  the 
shops  - each  is  complementary  to  the  other.  Lack  of  inspection  at  the 
slaughtering  points  cannot  be  adequately  replaced  by  increased  inspection  in 
the  shops,  therefore,  if  the  public  health  aspect  is  of  paramount 
importance  the  aim  must  be  one  hundred  per  cent  inspection  at  the 
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slaughtering  points.  In  Crewe  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  a hundred  per 
cent  inspection  service  at  the  slaughterhouses,  but  this  has  necessitated  the 
public  health  inspectors  working  many  hours  of  overtime.  The  difficulties  of 
achieving  this  standard  in  widely  scattered  areas  is  formidable  - there  may  be 
a comparatively  large  number  of  slaughterhouses  serving  a very  much  wider  area 
than  that  in  which  they  are  situated,  and  where  weekend  slaughtering  and 
irregular  slaughtering  hours  are  the  practice.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  it 
was  thought  necessary  to  abandon  the  centralisation  of  slaughtering  points,  a 
decision  in  which  the  public  health  aspect  appears  to  have  been  given  very 
scant  consideration. 


In  regard  to  the  investigations  in  atmospheric  pollution,  I would  like  to 
take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  area  Chemist  of  British  Railways 
(Midland  Region)  R.  Emrys  Jones,  Esq.,  A.M.C.T,,  F.RoI.C.,  and  his  staff  for 
their  valued  assistance  and  co-operation. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee,  members  of  the  staff  and  to 
other  chief  officers  and  their  staffs  for  their  co-operation. 


I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Your  obedient  servant. 


J.  GkSKELL 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  removal  of  household  and  trade  refuse  is  based  on  a weekly 
collection  service  and  with  the  exception  of  holiday  periods  this 
frequency  of  collection  was  maintained  generally  throughout  the  Borough. 

The  Cleansing  Department  operates  a Refuse  Disposal  Plant,  a Kitchen 
Waste  Processing  Plant,  and  has  a separate  Garage  and  Workshop. 

12  vehicles  (including  one  spare  vehicle)  are  employed  on  the  collection 
of  household  and  trade  refuse  and  night soil,  in  addition  to  3 vehicles  used’ 
in  connection  with  refuse  disposal. 


Tons 


Household  refuse  collected 

Trade  refuse  collected 

« • 

« • 

13,141 

878 

Total  refuse  collected  by  the 
Department  during  the  year 

0 e 

14,019 

3,212  tons  of  shop  and  factoiy  refuse  were  also  brought  to  the  Refuse 
Disposal  Works  for  disposal,  making  a total  of  17,231  tons  of  refuse  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  59.095  of  the  total  refuse  passed  through  the  works, 
while  the  remainder  was  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping. 

The  estimated  amount  of  night soil  collected  during  the  year  was  156 

tons. 


A separate  Annual  Report  is  issued  for  the  Public  Cleansing  services  in 
the  Borough. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  closets  other  than  water 
closets  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  the  Year: 

Waste  Water  Closets  . . . . . . . . . . 669 

Pail  Closets  . . . . . . . . . . . . 192 

During  the  year  53  sets  of  water  closet  fittings  were  issued  for  the 
conversion  of  waste  water  closets  to  water  closets. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  to  the  district  is  provided  by  the  Mid.  and  South 
East  Cheshire  Water  Board. 

During  the  year  14  samples  of  water  were  submitted  for  bacteriological- 
examination  and  chemical  examination.  All  samples  were  satisfactory. 
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NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  COMPLAINTS 

The  Department  received  697  complaints  during  the  year  from  householders, 
shopkeepers,  and  others,  relating  to  numerous  matters  as  set  out  in  the  table 
below. 

NA.TURE  OF  COMPLAINT 


Disrepair  - General  , . 

Defective  fireplaces 
Defective  windows  . . 

Defective  chimneys 
Defective  doors 
Defective  plasterwork 
Defective  floors  « . . 

Defective  roofs 

Defective  eaves  gutters  and  pipes 
Defective  sinks 
Burst  water  pipes 
Dampness 

Defective  water  closets 
Choked  drains  . . ...  . . . . ... 

Flooding 

Defective  dustbins  . . ...... 

Accumulations 
Dirty  premises 
Vermin 

Beetles  and  cockroaches 
Ants  . . 

.Rats  . . . > _ . . . . . . . * 

Mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Foul  and  obnoxious  odours 
Smoke  nuisances 
Ditches  and  watercourses  . . 

Paving  of  yards  and  passages 
Miscellaneous 


39 

6 

3 

4 
1 
3 
3 

22 

8 

3 

4 
23 
34 

189 

12 

29 

5 

3 

13 
21 

14 
168 

44 

12 

8 

2 

4 
20 


697 
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INSPECTIONS 


17. 

18, 

19. 


20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 


Nature  of  Inspections  made 


Dwelling  Houses  (P,H„  Act) 
Dwelling  Houses  (Hsg.  Act) 
Improvement  Grants 
Rent  Act  Certificates  , . 
Back  to  Back  Houses 


No.  of 
Notices 
served. 


6.  Verminous  Houses  .< 

234]  - 

- 

- I 

J 7.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  .. 

72  .5 

- 

■ 5 

- 

| 8.  Ashpails 

-j 

£ 

00 

50 

472 

26 

- | 

9 • Yards  and  Passages 

29"  - 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

j 10.  House  drains 

1454”'  3 

362 

365 

- 

— 

- 

11.  Ditches  and  Water  com*'  ses 

461  - 

- 

- 

12.  Offensive  Accumulations 

32]  2 

— 

2 

- 

- 

- 1 

I 13 . Keeping  of  Animals 

30  - 

" 

- 

- 

5 

~ 3 

14.  Offensive  Trades 

35|  - 

- 

- 

— 

1 

" J 

15 . Piggeries 

12j  1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

l6„  (a)  Slaughterhouses 

(b)  Other  places  where  food 

889j  - 

" | 

i 

‘ ! 

is  prepared  or  sold 
Bakehouses 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  . . 
Factories  (with  mech.  power)  | 
Factories  (with  no  mech. power)] 
Workplaces 
Outworkers 

Common  Lodging  Houses  . . 

Shops  under  Shops  Act  . . 

Smoke  Observations 
Infectious  Diseases  - 

(Enquiries  and  Revisits) 
Houses,  re.  Overcrowding 


25.  Milk  Samples  - 

(Bacteriological  Exam. ) 

153 

26.  Ice  Cream  Samples 

A 

27«  Water  samples 

r4 

28.  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

] 

(including  samples)  . . 

32d 

29.  Applicants  for  Corporation 

houses  . . 

484 

|30.  Rodent  Control  ..  ..  . . 

1.58 

31.  Miscellaneous  ..  ...  . . 

88a 

|32.  Re-inspections  ..  ..  . . 

2095^ 

| TOTALS 

j 

10910; 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION 


Disinfection  of  premises  is  carried  out  by  formaldehyde  spray  or  formalin 
-vapour  generators.  Infected  bedding  and  other  articles  are  disinfected  by 
steam  or  formalin  as  the  circumstances  demand. 


Number  of  premises  visited  where  a notifiable 
disease  has  occurred 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected 

Number  of  cases  where  bedding,  etc., 
was  disinfected  by  steam  at  request 
of  owners 

Number  of  Library  Books  disinfected  - 

(a)  from  Public  Library 

(b)  from  Private  Libraries  . . 


. . 88 
5 

..  29 

71 

5 76 


During  the  year,  38  bottles  of  disinfecting  fluid,  amounting  to  3 gallons 
were  supplied  free  of  charge  for  use  at  premises  where  cases  of  infectious 
disease  had  occurred. 


DISINFESTATION 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  premises  treated  during  1957* 


The  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  use  of  D0D0T0  and  patent 
fumigant  solutions. 

In  addition  to- the  premises  listed  above,  30  houses  were  treated  for 
infestations  of  beetles  and  23  houses  for  ants. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  only  Public  Swimming  Baths  in  the  Borough  are  owned  by  the 
Corporation  and  contain  two  swimming  pools,  slipper  or  private  wash  baths 
and  various  other  amenities. 

During  the  year,  four  samples  of  bath  water  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  and  chemical  examination,  and  all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

The  following  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  Borough, 


Rag  and  Bone  Dealers  . . , . . . . . . . 3 
Gut  Scrapers  « . . , . . . . . . . . . . 1 
Bone  Boiler  and  Fat  Extractor  . . . . » . . . 1 


In  addition  to  the  above,  28  persons  are  registered  as  Dealers  in  Old 
Metal. 

RA  G EiOCK 

Number  of  licensed  premises  used  for  the  manufacture 
of,  or  storage  of  Rag  Flock 

Number  of  registered  premises  where  filling 

materials  are  used  ..  .«  ..  2 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  two  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough,  situated  at  175 
and  177  Market  Street,  and  the  following  table  shows  the  number  of  beds 
available  at  each  house. 


Situation 

No.  of 
Beds 

Accommodation 
available  for 

1 — 1 

175  Market  Street 

. . 

. . 

10 

Male  and  Female 

( 2) 

177  Market  Street 

. . 

e 0 

26 

Male 

Total  number  of  beds 

. . 

c 0 

3 6 

The  number  of  persons  who  used  the  lodging  houses  during  the  year  is 
given  below  with  comparative  figures  for  the  two  preceding  years. 

Adults  Children 


Males 

Females  Males  Females 

1957 

7.910 

876 

1956 

6,909 

1,226 

1955 

7,473 

1,397 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS 


1 

;/ 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during 


1)  By  the  Local  Authority  „ . 

2)  By  other  authorities 

3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


166 

Nil 

86 


(1)  ( a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  Act  or  Housing 
Act ) 


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  the 

sub-heading  (l)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidation 
Regulations.  1925  


(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  habitation 


291 

479 

Nil 

Nil 

131 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  net  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation 


2 . Remedy  of  Defects  during 
of  Formal  Notices 


Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers 


160 


91 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year 

, (a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9 and  10  of'  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ~ 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  s erved  requiring  repairs 

• • 

e • 

Nil 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses. which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  - 

(a)  By  owners 

Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

• « 

• • 

Nil 

3. 
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Action  under  Statutory  Powers 


00  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  . . . . . „ . . • . . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service 
of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ..  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16  and  17  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1957  - 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  demolition  orders 

(3)  Number  of  undertakings  to  carry  out  v/orks 

in  lieu  of  demolition  accepted  by  the 
Council  . . . . . . . . . . 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
closing  order  were  made 


( ~ Part  IV  - Over  crowding  - 

(a)  (l)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  ye  ar 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  local 
authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding 


39 


20 

9 


9 

5 

Nil 

Nil 


4 

6 

36 

Nil 

2 

14 


Nil 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

1.  Number  of  applications  received  to  31st  December,  1956  ..  ..  63 

Number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  . . . . . . . . 23 

Total  applications  received  to  31st  December,  1957  . . . . « . 86 

2.  Number  of  applications  approved  to  31st  December,  1956  ..  . . . , 62 

Number  of  applications  approved  during  the  year 23 

Total  applications  approved  to  31st  December,  1957  . . ..  . t 85 

3.  Number  of  applications  withdrawn  to  31st  December,  1956  ..  ...  5 


Number  of  applications  withdrawn  during  the  year 


Total  applications  withdrawn  to  31st  December,  1957 


5 


4.  Number  of  cases  where  work  was  completed  by  31st  December,  1956 


53 


Number  of  cases  where  work  was  completed  during  the  year 


21 


Total  number  of  cases  where  work  was  completed  by 


31st  December,  1957  • • . . c . . . . . . . 

0 • • • 

. . 

74 

Expenditure  ranking  for  grant  approved 
to  31st  December,  1956 

..  £9,467 

9s. 

Od. 

Expenditure  ranking  for  grant  approved 
during  the  year 

..  £3,765 

5s* 

3d. 

Total  expenditure  ranking  for  grant 
approved  to  31st  December,  1957 . . 

£ 13,232 

14s  0 

3d. 

Expenditure  on  'works  and  repairs  not 
ranking  for  grant  in  cases  approved 
to  31st  December,  1956 

£1,931 

Is. 

5d. 

Expenditure  on  works  and  repairs  not 
ranking  for  grant  in  cases  approved 
during  the  year 

£1,455 

19s. 

7d. 

Total  expenditure  on  works  and  repairs 
not  ranking  for  grant  in  cases 
approved  to  31st  December,  1957 

Average  grant  per  house 

£3,3 87 

Is. 

Od. 

£77 

36s. 

9d. 

NOTE:-  The  above  expenditure  figures  include  the  figures  in  respect  of  the 
applications  approved  but  later  withdrawn. 
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CERTIFICATES  Ql1'  DISREPAIR 
Repairs  and  Rents  Act  1954 

Number  of  applications  for  certificates  . . . . 2 

Number  granted  „ . * . . . e . . 2 

Number  refused  „ . . „ . . „ . Nil 


Number  of  applications  for 

revocation  of  certificates  Nil 

Number  granted  . . . . . . „ . . „ Nil 

Number  refused * . . . . . „ . . . . „ . . . Nil 


Rent  Act,  1957 


Number  of  applications  for  certificates  . . . . . . „ . . „ 126 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  Nil 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  ..  . . ..  67 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  . . . . 59 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  . . . « . . . . 63 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority  Nil 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  . . . . . . 54 
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1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Particulars 

Number  on 
Register. 

Inspections 

Numt 

Written 

Notices 

)er  of 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

52 

30 

1 

l if 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

201 

104 

7 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers 
premises) . 

16 

8 

- 

| TOTAL 

269 

142 

8 

- 

2.  CASES  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Number  of 

cases  in  vdiich  defects 

were  found 

Particulars 

' 1 

Found 

' 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (s.l.) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

1 

1 

1 

(a) 

Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

- 

00 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

7 

6 

- 

7 

(c) 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

- 

— 

- 

■ 

TOTAL 

8 

7 

- 

8 

3-  0UT.70RKERS.  Lists  required  by  Section  110  were-  received  relating  to  77 
outworkers  all  engaged  in  making  wearing  apparel. 


- 31  - 

RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Corporation  employ  two  full-time  rodent  operators  and  the 
extermination  methods  employed  are  poisoning , gassing  and  trapping.  The 
following  table  summarises  the  work  carried  out;- 


NOTE;  A treatment  means  a complete  treatment  for  the  destruction  of  rats  and 
mice  and  includes  not  only  the  intital  treatment,  but  when  necessary, 
post -baiting  and  f ollov^up  treatment . 
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RODENT  CONTROL,  cont. 

Following  the  treatments  carried  out  1,078  rats  and  364-  mice  were  picked 
up,  whilst  the  estimated  kill  was  3,962  rats  and  1,04-6  mice. 

During  the  year  the  rodent  operators  paid  5,099  visits  in  connection 
with  the  inspection  and  treatment  of  premises. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  also  carried  out.  527 
manholes  were  baited  and  274-  takes  of  poison  bait  were  recorded,  showing  an 
estimated  kill  of  84-0  rats. 

FET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

There  are  five  premises  in  the  Borough  licensed  for  the  sale  of  pet 
animals.  All  these  premises  comply  with  the  recommended  conditions  of 
the  Royal  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  which  were 
adopted  by  the  Council. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955,  are  concerned  with  the  construction, 
repair  and  cleanliness  of  food  premises,  stalls,  vehicles  and  equipment,  and 
the  hygienic  handling  of  food  generally.  During  the  year  2,5^4  visits  were 
paid  to  the  various  types  of  food  establishments,  although  the  amount  of  time 
devoted  to  these  duties  was  curtailed  owing  to  the  demands  of  other  work 
particularly  relating  to  housing  matters.  Steady  progress,  has,  however, 
been  made  in  food  hygiene  and  it  is  particularly  pleasing  to  note  the  interest 
the  food  traders  generally  are  taking  in  this  matter,  but  there  is  still 
much  to  be  done.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  various  types  of  food  premises  in 
the  Borough . 

Number  and  typo  of  food  premises 


Premises 


For  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream  . . . . . . 2 

For  the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . . . . . . . . . . . 174 

For  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  pressed, 

potted  or  preserved  meat,  etc.  ..  ..  39 

Dairies  . . . . . . . . 11 

Other  premises 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . . 53 

Wet  Fish  Shops  c . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Bakehouses  . . . « 19 

Butchers  Shops  . . . . 60 

Tripe  Shops  . . 1 

Restaurants,  Cafes,  etc.  29 

School  Canteens  . . . . 23 

Factory  Canteens  . . . . . . 17 

Ticensed  premises 

Full  licences  . . 53 

Beer  licences  . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Clubs  . . . . . . . . . . 27 

Off  licences 19 

Wine,  sweet  or  cider  2 

Grocery  and  Confectionery  Shops  . . . . 241 

Greengrocery  63 

Health  Food  Stores  and  Herbalists  3 

Sweet  Shops  . . 39 

Slaughterhouses . . . . . . „ . . , < 3 
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MILK 


Distributors  of  Milk 

Registered  distributors  of  milk 
Registered  dairies 

:ed  Mi- 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  - 

Dealer's  Licences 
Dealer's  Supplementary  Licences 


Pasteurised  Milk  - 

Establishments  at  #iich  milk  is  pasteurised 

Holder  Process 

HoToSoT.  Process 

Dealer's  Licences 

Dealer's  Supplementary  Licences 

Sterilised  Milk  - 

Dealer's  Licences  . 

Dealer's  Supplementary  Licences 


202 

11 


31 

7 


1 

1 

44 

7 


139 

2 


MILK  SAMPLING 

During  the  year  112  samples  of  designated  milks  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination,  and  the  following  table  provides  details  of  the 
results. 


No.  of 
Samples 

Description 
of  milk 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Phosphatase 

Test 

Turbidity 

Test 

Passed 

Failed 

Passed  ; Failed 

Passed 

Failed 

59 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

59 

— 

58 

1 

— 

- 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

45 

Pasteurised 

45 

- 

45 

~ 

- 

- 

5 

Sterilised 

- 

- 

' 

5 

- 

112 

TOTALS 

106 

1 

103 

5 

- | 

- jo  - 

The  following  table  shows  the  average  fat  and  solids-not-fat  contents 
of  the  milk  samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955* 

SUMMARY  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OF  MILK  SAMPLES 


Period 

' No.  of 
samples 
examined 

Averages 

Milk  Fat 

ct 

Solids-not- 
Fat  % 

Quarter  ended  31st  March,  1957 

11 

8.72 

Quarter  ended  30th  June,  1957 

9 

3.44 

8.75 

Quarter  ended  30th  September,  1957 

19 

3.73 

8.66 

Quarter  ended  31st  December,  1957 

9 

3.99 

8.75 

YEAR  1957 

48 

3.72 

8.71 

During  the  year,  38  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  producers  in  the 
Borough,  and  submitted  to  examination  for  tuberculosis.  36  samples  proved 
negative  but  two  samples  gave  positive  results.  In  both  c ases,  immediate 
notification  was  made  to  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Inspector.  Veterinary 
examination  discovered  an  affected  animal  in  one  of  the  herds.  This 
animal  was  slaughtered,  while  one  animal  from  the  other  herd  had  been 
slaughtered  prior  to  the  examination.  Further  samples  from  both  herds 
proved  negative. 

ICE  CREAM 

Ice  cream  was  manufactured  at  two  premises  in  the  Borough  in  1937, 
while  174-  premises were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 

A complete  cold  mix  is  used  at  both  manufacturing  premises  in  the  Borough. 

30  samples  of  ice  cream  we  re  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  the  results  of  the  examination  are  shown  below. 
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ICE  CREAM,  cont. 

Eight  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  for 
, chemical  analysis.  The  average  fat  content  of  these  samples  was  9.47%,  and 
the  average  total  solid  matter  was  33.65%. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

During  1957,  there  were  three  private  slaughterhouses  licensed  in  the 
Borough . 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  licensed  for  the  slaughter 
of  horses. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  following  tables  show  the  types  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected 
with  particulars  of  the  diseases  found  necessitating  complete  or  partial 
condemnation. 

Number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  past  five  years. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AUD  CONDEMNED 
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CONDEMNED  FOOD 

The  condemned  meat  and  offal  from  the  licensed  slaughterhouses 
and  other  condemned  food  was  disposed  of  either  by  processing  into 
animal  feeding  stuffs  at  the  Cleansing  Department’s  Kitchen  Waste 
Processing  Plant,  or  by  burning  or  burial  at  the  Refuse  Disposal 
Works, 

SLA.UCHTER  OP  ANIf-lALS  ACTS,  193  5-1 954- 

The  number  of  slaughtermen's  licences  issued  in  1957  was  37« 

CYSTICERCU8  BOVIS 

The  routine  inspection  of  all  bovine  carcases  is  carried  out 
for  the  presence  of  cysticercus  bovis.  The  organs  of  22  carcases 
were  found  to  be  affected  during  the  year  ;md  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  carcases  to  be  placed  in  cold  store  for  a period  of  three  weeks  in 
accordance  with  approved  policy. 

KNACKER'S  YARDS 

There  are  two  knacker's  yards  in  the  Borough.  Neither  of  these 
premises  is  licensed  for  the  slaughter  of  horses. 
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During  the  year,  55  formal  and  159  informal  samples  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955  ■ 

The  table  below  shows  details  of  the  samples  found  not  to  be  genuine 
and  of  the  relative  action  t aken. 


Sample 

Number 

Article 

Adulteration  cr 
other  irregularity 

Action  taken 

1394 

Informal 

Butter 

Rancid 

i These  samples  were 
submitted  by  the 
retailer.  Consign- 

1395 

Informal 

Butter 

Rancid 

ment  withdrawn  from 
i sale  and  returned  to 
suppliers. 

1418 

Informal 

Pickles 

Incorrectly  labelled 

i The  attention  of  the 
i manufacturers  was 
drawn  to  the 

1423 

Informal 

Red  Cabbage 

Incorrectly  labelled 

irregularity. 

1427 

Chopped  Pork 

Incorrectly  labelled 

Reported  to  the  Ministry 

Informal 

(imported) 

of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food  and 
Wholesalers. 

1470 

Informal 

Red  Salmon 

Wrongly  described. 

Retailer’s  stock  with- 
drawn. Suppliers 

agreed  to  market  no 
further  consignments . 

1483 

Beetroot  in 

Incorrectly  labelled 

Vendor's  attention 

Informal 

Wine  Vinegar 

drawn  to  irregularity 
of  label. 

1488 

Sausage  Roll 

Contained 

Vendor's  attention 

Informal 

preservative 

drawn  to  presence  of 
preservative. 

Undertaking  given  that 
future  consignments 
will  not  contain 
preservative. 

1499 

Chopped  Pork 

Improperly  labelled 

Vendor's  attention 

Informal 

drawn  to  misrepresent- 
ation on  label. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 


Is 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Five  atmospheric  pollution  recording  stations  are  in  operation  in  the 
Borough  and  apart  from  outside  interference  or  damage,  have  operated 
satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The  analyses  of  the  readings  of  the  various 
stations  are  shown  in  the  appended  tables  and  graphs.  The  first  table  shows 
readings  of  the  standard  deposit  gauges,  which  measure  the  rate  of  fall-out  of 
solid  impurities  in  the  atmosphere  and  these  figures  give  an  indication  of  the 
degree  of  pollution  in  the  different  areas.  The  second  table  shows  the 

extent  of  sulphur  gases  in  the  atmosphere  and  it  will  be  noted  that  the  highest 
readings  are  during  the  winter  months,  suggesting  that  domestic  fires  are  very 
largely  contributory  to  this  type  of  pollution.  Graph  three  is  of  particular 
interest  since  it  indicates  that  the  solid  pollution  in  Crewe  is  less  than  the 
average  for  other  towns  in  the  North  West  area  of  the  country. 

During  the  year  234  smoke  observations  were  taken  and  arising  from  these 
three  informal  notices  were  served.  In  two  instances  the  notices  were 
complied  with;  in  the  remaining  case  the  matter  was  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the 
year. 

Five  applications  were  received  for  "prior  approval"  under  Section  3- of 
the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  and  one  notification  was  received  of  "intention  to 
install"  a furnace.  The  Health  Committee  approved  of  all  the  applications 
for  "prior  approval." 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
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* 


result  obtained  owing  to  damage  to  equipment 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 
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